1 Harriet Burbank Rogers of North Billerica was preceptress of Westford Academy 1855-59 and 1861-63 before becoming principal of the Clark Institution for Deaf Mutes in Northampton, Mass., where she was "the first in this country to introduce a system of teaching deaf mutes to read from the lips, instead of using the sign language." A General Catalogue of Trustees, Teachers and Students, Westford Academy, 1792-1895, p. 23. 2 Bulletin No. 725 issued by the Dept. of Agriculture in 1918, "A Preliminary Study of the Bleaching of Oats With Sulphur Dioxid," agrees with Samuel Taylor. The bulletin indicates that this practice, used on "discolored and damaged oats, giving them the appearance of natural oats of good quality," had increased over the past score of years. It concluded that: "The viability of oats is materially reduced by sulphur bleaching." https://archive.org/details/preliminarystudy725bast
Francis hill is loaded for a crop of peaches if spring frost and autumn disturbances do not cause too much thinning.
Daniel H. Sheehan reports 700 acres of winter wheat on his farm in Virginia. Last year he raised 65,000 barrels of potatoes and claims a shortage of 25,000 barrels on account of the drought.
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin H. Gould are parents [of Bernice Gertrude (Gould) Picking, b. April 22, 1915) , which result in Mr. and Mrs. Horace E. Gould and Gilman F. Wright being grandparents.
Fires. At the noon hour last week Friday, as everybody was about to surround dinner, an alarm of fire was sounded when the cottage, shed and barn on the Lowell road, near the residence of Mrs. C. R. P. Decatur, was discovered to be on fire. The Westford fire department was soon on the fire trail, but the fire was too far advanced to make any attempt to do anything but rescuing the furniture. The south breezes were busy at the time and started a grass fire across Tadmuck brook which was checked just before it spread to the grass land of S. L. Taylor and thence on to the New Stony Brook [land] of W. R. Taylor. Blazing shingles and other large embers were blown a mile to the east and the wonder of it is that the intervening forest escaped fire. Just how the fire started is not clear. It was discovered shooting from the roof of the barn and there was no fire in the stove when removed from the building. A Polish family had been living in the house, but only the grandmother was at home. Part of their furniture was saved, including a bureau with a small sum of money. The family were to move on May 1 to the Isaac Adams place near South Chelmsford. The property was taxed to Mrs. Matthew Smith, of Brookside, and insured for $500. An acre of land and Tadmuck brook remains.
Fire started Sunday afternoon at upper Nabnassett, burning over several acres on land of William C. Edwards. H. L. Nesmith, fire warden, and abundant Sunday help soon got it under control. Mr. Nesmith had no sooner arrived home that he was summoned to counter march another of those mysterious evening fires on land of Amos Polley, near the dividing line of Stony Brook valley and Nabnassett plains. Help was soon on hand and the fire was subdued before it had time to exhibit what it could do. This is the fifth fire on this land recently.
One of the worst forest fires of the season took place Tuesday forenoon on the line of the New Haven railroad near Carlisle station, covering about 300 acres in Westford and Carlisle. As it was a railroad fire a train load of help from Boston and Nashua were sent to the scene. In spite of the efforts of the Westford fire department and the extra help the fire swept on until sundown, only to break out again on Wednesday morning, eating up in flames several cords of wood, the property of Almon S. Vose. A fresh supply of help arrived from Lowell, Woburn and Burlington, but for all this the fire continued until sundown again. Several farm buildings were saved from joining the smoke with great difficulty.
One of the largest and worst woodland and grass fires in town for many seasons occurred on last week Thursday afternoon. Starting near the Nashua and Acton railroad it swept with the high wind eastward, covering 300 acres and burning 1000 cords of wood, the property of Almon S. Vose. The fire departments of Westford, Graniteville, Forge Village and Littleton were summoned, but the fire swept on as though not opposed by fire extinguishers and other damaging implements, leaping to the top of a pine forest as though no one dissented. The house of John Coyne caught fire several times and the residences of William P. Williams and Richard Yarnold were compelled to be safe guarded by plenty of help and moisture. It is estimated that 300 men were in line fighting the fires besides a large guard who were on duty all night. Fire Warden Nesmith, in a statement, said: "It was the worst fire I ever faced; large pines were burned like tinder, and the fires at times jumped hundreds of feet." Edward M. Abbot, chief of the fire department, has been in charge of fires.
Directly after the fire Friday noon of last week, and while the fire department were on duty, they were summoned to a fire at Wayne's bridge, near Nashobah hill, and close by the Nashua and Acton railroad. This fire, owing to the retiring disposition of the wind, was soon prostrated.
Funeral. Miss Maria Chamberlain died at the home of her niece, Miss Mary L. Hutchins, in North Billerica last Saturday evening in the eighty-seventh year of her life. A friend writes of her: "Always an active person the hand of time in the last few years had curtailed her scope of activity and her last years were spent in the quiet enjoyment of the afterglow well spent in ministrations to others. As late as January 8, of this year, when she enjoyed the anniversary of her birth [and] the felicitations of her many friends and neighbors, her faculties were keen and well preserved and she entered into that occasion with a spirit that seemed ever young. Age since that time left its heavy scars. She came to this town (Billerica) from her birthplace in Westford in 1907, leaving behind in that town many friends. She had established herself in the hearts of those who knew her here and in her passing many feel a deep sense of loss."
To the older residents of Westford she will be remembered as the daughter of Phineas and Martha Chamberlain, the oldest of seven children, born at the historic Chamberlain's Corner, all of whom attended the old Stony Brook school, and all of whom have become invisible to earthly vision except one. With her it was always an "at home" season with unlimited restrictions and outlook. She will be remembered in her earlier life as one in the large family riding in the country style of that time to church. This early church habit she maintained into mature years. Her constancy at the Unitarian church added its loyal share to the life and usefulness of this ancient meeting house. Let this brief reference to her early life suffice, more or even this is not necessary, for more briefly and more comprehensive are the words of all: "She hath done what she could." [Mark 14:8.] The deceased leaves one sister, Mrs. Julia B. Graniteville. In spite of the cool weather of last Saturday afternoon a large crowd was present at Hillside park to witness the second baseball game of the series between the Ledgemen and the Machinists. This game was not so closely contested as the first game for the machine shop boys got busy from the very start and put it all over their opponents to the tune of 19 to 3. "Tug" Bridgeford was on the mound for the shop boys and pitched his usual steady game, his wide benders keeping the opposing club guessing at all times E. Buckingham, Mullen, Gower and Bridgeford led with the batting honors, while the fielding feature was contributed by a circus catch by Hanson in centerfield. The series now stands with one win for each club and the deciding game will be played on Saturday when a good hot game is expected. George H. Burke at the north part of the town is reported as the latest purchaser of an automobile, a Ford.
Next Tuesday afternoon at the Congregational church the closing meeting of the season will be held and will be a reception to the retiring officers of the club. The Ladies' Titania orchestra will play and there will also be a soloist. Club tea will be served and the arrangements for the afternoon are in charge of the reception committee of the club-Miss Edith Forster, Mrs. V. C. B. Wetmore, Miss Ella F. Hildreth, Mrs. Julian Cameron and Mrs. William R. Carver.
A telephone has been installed at J. Henry Colburn's this week, 16-3.
Conductor Clement had a sudden and severe attack of indigestion Wednesday morning and Clarence Spalding substituted for him on the car.
The Westford Veterans, Sons and Daughters of Veterans are requested to meet a the Cavalry association building [20 Boston Road] this Saturday afternoon at two o'clock to plan for the Memorial day dinner. Dinner will be served the same as last year to the Veterans and their wives and sons and daughters of veterans and their wives, members of the band, the speakers and entertainers of the day. A good response to the call for this meeting is earnestly desired. A purse of gold has been presented to Miss Hazel B. Hartford as a token of appreciation for the efficient work she has done with the church organ at the Congregational church this winter.
The C.E. society will present the play they are preparing, "Up to Freddie," the evening of May 15. [Up to Freddie, A Farce in Two Acts" was published by Frances S. Kenyon in 1903 and was "especially designed for girls' schools."] The Board of Trade will hold a public meeting at the town hall Monday evening, May 10, to discuss the fare on the branch line from Brookside to the Center. It is apparent that the seven cent fare now charged by the company does not bring in sufficient revenue to pay running expenses and necessary repairs to the road bed, etc., notwithstanding additional private subscriptions from the townspeople. As the running of the cars concerns the ladies of the town, the members of the board cordially invite them to be present on Monday evening, when all matters concerning the branch line will be brought up for consideration.
The teachers and pupils of the Frost school will present the operetta "Cinderilla [sic] in Flowerland" next Friday evening, May 14, at the town hall. A late car has been arranged for that evening, leaving Brookside at seven o'clock and leaving the Westford town hall in time to connect with the nine o'clock car at Brookside.
Mrs. Carrie Toombs, who has made such an excellent housekeeper for Mr. Seavey and children since the death of Mrs. Seavey, left this last week for her native town in Prince Edwards Island, where she is soon to be married again.
Mrs. Porter Wright has been in town several days this week visiting former friends.
About Town. The next meeting of West Chelmsford Grange will be held on Thursday evening, May 13, at Historic hall. The third and fourth degrees will be conferred and the following left-over subject will be discussed: "What more can the Grange do for the farmer, the family and the community?"
The W.C.T.U. held its monthly meeting with Mrs. Robert Walker. The usual number were present and some visitors. On Saturday, May 29, they have accepted an invitation to visit the New Bedford endowment home.
At the Unitarian church last Sunday Rev. J. R. Pennington gave an illuminating address on "The religion of Arabia," and continued it over into the adult class in the Sunday school, and to Sunday, May 9.
For real, alive earliness, just cast your eyesight over the wall on the Lowell road at the Banister farm and know what management means at facing such ahead of everybody lettuce and cabbages. [sic] There will be a special meeting of the Westford Board of Trade at the town hall on Monday evening, May 10. The public are invited to this meeting, which will be a wisdom meeting on "ways and means" as it relates to the branch line of the Lowell and Fitchburg electric road from Westford to Brookside.
The next meeting of the Branch Alliance of the Unitarian church, Thursday, May 13, is on the calendar as neighborhood meeting.
Mrs. George Taylor Howard and George Taylor Howard are at the Howards in South Bound Brook, N.J., and the Old Oaken Bucket farm folks are lonesome, missing some youthful climbing and tumbling aspirations.
Miss Roberts, of New Brunswick, is visiting her sister, Mrs. C. R. P. Decatur, and attended the Unitarian church on Sunday.
The apple blossom does not promise as large a crop as last year, but prices should promise larger than last year. If so, the financial balance will encourage the settling of more trees of which there has been a large acreage this year in town, Rev. Louis H. Buckshorn being chief acreage man.
Raspberries have uncovered badly and look as though they haven't any interest in prolonging life.
Preparations are being advanced for some popcorn acreage in the Stony Brook valley. It will stand more weather variations than other corn and delights at hear.
Cameron park was the scene last Saturday of the first ball game of the season, when a large crowd gathered to witness the game between the English Lions and the French Tigers. The Lions were victorious. Philip Lord acted as umpire. Charles W. Whitney has purchased another new horse of value and speed, which makes the fifth horse that turns the furrows of spring and makes the farm look as though somebody was renewing the face of the earth.
Graniteville. Owing to the cool weather of last Saturday the baseball game scheduled between the Machinists and the Ledgemen failed to materialize, but the "rubber" game will surely be played off in the near future. Adolphus Blowey, the eight-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Blowey, who fell and broke his arm two weeks ago, is getting along as well as can be expected.
William DeRoehn has gone to Worcester, where he will assist Rev. A. E. Kernahan, formerly pastor of the Graniteville M.E. church, and now affiliated with Grace Methodist church of Worcester. Mr. DeRoehn expects to study for the ministry and his many friends here extend best wishes for a successful career.
A number of men under the direction of Alec McDonald, superintendent of streets, are engaged in cleaning up the roads.
Miss Sarah Precious, who sprained her wrist while at work in the mill of Abbot & Co., is not able to be at her work yet.
A wedding of unusual interest to the village people occurred recently in Worcester when Miss Roxie Bennett, former resident here, was united in marriage to Andrew J. Kavanaugh, also of Worcester. The wedding took place at the church of Our Lady of the Rosary, where a nuptial mass was celebrated by the pastor. Miss Bennett is a niece of Alvin S. Bennett, our oldest resident, and made her home here a few years ago, during which time she made many friends. The affair provide to be very successful, both from a social as well as a business standpoint. During the early part of the evening Rev. Williston M. Ford delivered a most interesting lecture on London, England, illustrating his discourse by the Balopticon. A most delightful musical program followed which was very much enjoyed. All of the numbers were executed in a very able manner, especially the mandolin duet, which was heartily encored. The program was as follows: Piano duet, Misses Lillian Baker and Mildred Parrot; mandolin duets, Mrs. J. E. Burnett and Miss Gladys Baker; song, "Across the Dee," Miss Annie Cherry; piano duet, Misses Marion Lord and Ethel Collins; song, "The hills of Kye," Miss Marion Lord; piano solo, Miss Marion Blodgett. The accompanists of the evening were the Misses Lillian Baker, Ethel Collins and May Cherry.
To the Editor:
I have seen several articles in your paper about Eastern Washington and I take the liberty to send you a few lines upon the southwestern part. I would like to tell you of the city of Vancouver, as it is now and was seventy-five years ago; then England's greatest stronghold was at Fort Vancouver, the chief trading post of the Hudson Bay Company, in this region… Under ordinary conditions this fact might be overlooked, but after consuming a quantity of the ardent [spirits,] things looked different. Trouble was at once started and judging by the condition of the man who was assaulted and the stories of the witnesses for the government there was a hot fight. The assaulted man bore mute testimony of the assault in the form of a badly battered forehead and a badly discolored eye; called by the witnesses a "blue eye." The court had little difficulty in finding the defendants guilty. Two interpreters were necessary to extract the evidence from the witnesses. John M. Maloney appeared for the government.
The Westford Wardsman, May 15, 1915
Center. The Boy Scouts gave an entertainment at the town hall on last week Friday evening which was much enjoyed by an appreciative audience. The first play was entitled "Mischievous Bob," with the following in the cast: Howard Judd, George Perkins, Fred Amesbury, Bertram Sutherland, Artemas Griffin, Alfred Sutherland; the second sketch, "The haunted house," was given by Artemas Griffin and George Perkins, with ghosts. The plays were interspersed with readings by Miss Young, and music by Miss Moreland. Home-made candy was on sale during intermission and the young people arranged the stage settings most attractively. The ladies of the Unitarian church extended their good housewifery on Wednesday to their church home and held a systematic and thorough cleaning bee.
The memorial services and sermon will be held at the Unitarian church on Sunday, May 23, and practice is going on for special music by the united choirs for that day. The group of pictures of old houses, buildings and historic places in Westford, gathered by the committee appointed for that purpose last season, were arranged for inspection and received much interested attention. This collection promises to be of much value, especially in years to come, and the work of the committee deserves much gratitude. The club voted a sum of money to assist in continuance. The Woman's Alliance of the Unitarian church will hold a meeting on Saturday afternoon, May 22, at 2:30 o'clock at the church. Mrs. Clara Bancroft Beatley of Boston, will give an address on "Morals through reverence." Mrs. Beatley will be remembered as the daughter of the late E. Dana Bancroft, of Ayer, and a bright, entertaining speaker. The subject is non-sectarian and should receive a liberal attendance.
John Burbeck, one of the substantial and successful farmers, is seriously ill as the result of a cut on the leg with an axe while trimming apple tree limbs. He is confined to the house and blood poison is feared. He is passed his eighty-third year of industrious and temperate habits, which favor recovery. The West Chelmsford Benevolent society gave a social in the vestry of the village church on Wednesday evening in charge of Mrs. Herbert E. Fletcher. A supper, temptingly displayed, was served, after which Mrs. Roberts, of Lowell, entertained in song; Alvah Sturgis, of Lowell, in recitations. Both delighted the audience to call for more, and the laughable pantomime, "Wanted-a house-keeper," hit fun to the limit. W. R. Taylor is building a new lawn tennis court at his "Stony Brook." This with the one at the Old Oaken Bucket farm will perhaps conform to the administration efforts at competition. Even pleasure must not be in restraint of pleasure in hours of leisure.
Union memorial services will be held at the Unitarian church on Sunday, May 23.
Automobiles at a reckless law-breaking speed still perform daily. On Wednesday evening, while the electric car stopped at Banister's Corner [junction of Lowell and Providence Roads], an auto speeded by on a mile-a-minute basis. Passengers dodged, but "Patsy," the Banister watchman dog, while acting as speed referee and general police lookout, was caught by the whirlwind suction of the law-violating auto and was whirled about and over and under and yonder several times, but aside from disarranging his coat and temporary digestion, and dizziness of where and who he was at, he was not bruised or broken in bone or spirit.
On last week Friday evening a fire, by legal permit, was started on the Banister pasture. Several colonies of ancient bugs were caught asleep and never awoke to find who put them in such a sleep. Several acres were burned over and the fire caused alarm to those who were not aware of its humane intentions.
The Pitkin family are to vacate as laborers at the Read farm. The John H. Decatur place is viewed as a possible location to move into.
The apple blossoms promise to out-do last year and for several years in some sections of the town.
Graniteville. The machine shop team [the Machinists] and the Ledgemen met in the third game of the baseball series here on last Saturday afternoon and the stonemen, being without the services of their coach and manager, "Jack" Rafferty, met with defeat at the hands of the shop boys to the tune of 10 to 5. The game brought out many particular features, among them being the fine pitching of F. Gower who fanned many of his heavy hitting opponents. The day was just right for baseball and as this was the "rubber" game, a large number were on hand to witness the sport.
Rev. Mr. McVickers [McVicker] , the new pastor of the M.E. church, with Mrs. [Florence] McVickers were tendered a reception in the church parlors on last Saturday evening, the affair being largely attended. After the formal reception refreshments were served, after which a very pleasing entertainment was given. The whole affair proved to be very enjoyable and those in attendance were greatly pleased with the efforts of the committee for arranging such an opportune time to meet their new pastor. 
Ayer
District Court. Carl Lydia, of Westford, for committing a nuisance, was fined ten dollars on Monday morning.
